The key word is "organized".  The standard is not referring to all members of the medical staff.  If the active staff are considered the organized medical staff then all members must be eligible.
 

The organized  medical staff is the body of those individuals who, as a group are responsible for establishing the bylaws and rules and regulations, and policies for the medical staff at large and for overseeing the quality of care provided by all the medical staff individuals. 
 

The medical staff is the term referring to the larger body of all individuals who are credentialed and privileged to provide medically related level of care.  This includes but is not limited to physicians, dentists, podiatrists, APRNs (nurse practitioners, CRNAs and nurse midwifes), PAs, psychologists, licensed social workers, optometrists, etc.   
 

It could also include others who have been appointed to the medical staff such as retired practitioners who no longer practice in the organization but wish to continue membership on the body.  The larger medical staff body includes both members of the organized medical staff and non-members of the organized medical staff who are privileged to provide medical level care.
 

Not all members of the medical staff would necessarily be members of the organized medical staff.  For example, often, APRNs (nurse practitioners, CRNAs and nurse midwifes), PAs, psychologists, licensed social workers, optometrists, and other individuals, including physicians who hold only temporary privileges are not allowed to become members of the organized medical staff.  These individuals would not have any responsibility for establishing the bylaws and rules and regulations, and policies and for and for overseeing the quality of care provided by all the medical staff individuals. 
 

If the organized medical staff includes dentists and podiatrist then they must be eligible.
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From: SDormanMD@aol.com [mailto:SDormanMD@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2005 7:11 PM
To: Herringer, John
Subject: MS.1.40
Hi John,

 

Regarding this standard:

 

 

	MS.MS.1.40
	3. All members of the organized medical staff, of any discipline or specialty, are eligible for membership on the executive committee.


 

The question is.. does this mean what it says?  Many hospitals exclude courtesy and consulting medical staff members.   I have never seen this cited at survey (ever), and I know some hospitals have an "at large" chair for a freely elected member of the medical staff, for which position any member would be eligible, to those that exclude ALL members, but department chairmen (who can only move the the chain if the are active medical staff members, and may not include dentists and podiatrists).

 

Would scenario fail this standard? Any thoughts? Thanks! Steve

