[image: image1.png]m
O RUSH Infection Control Manual: IC 2.3

NORTH SHORE MEDICAL CENTER Effective Date:  7/04
FINGERNAIL CARE
1 POLICY: Rush North Shore Medical Center supports CDC ‘s and AGRN’s Guidelines for nail care and
artificial nails.
2 SCOPE: Health Care Workers (HCWs) having patient contact. HCW’s having indirect patient contact;
Sterile Processing Department (SPD), Central Distribution, Food Service, Radiology, Respiratory
Therapy, Laboratory Services, Rehabilitation Services and Environmental Services.
3 DEFINITION: Artificial nail refers to any prosthetic nail, acrylic, gel and glue on tips and nails,
4 PROCEDURE:
A. Artificial nails are prohibited in all areas of the facility having direct patient care, including areas with
indirect patient care such as; Sterile Processing Department (SPD}, Central Distribution, Food Service, and
Environmental Services.
B. Nail polish on natural nails in GOOD repair is allowed.
C. Natural fingernails should be kept short, no more than % inch long, clean and healthy.
5 ATTACHMENT: None.
6 DISTRIBUTION: Infection Control Manual
7 POLICY RESPONSIBILITY: In Coordination With:
Infection Control Department Infectious Disease Physician
8 REFERENCES
External
Hedderwick et all. Pathogenic Organisms Associated with Artificial Fingernails Worn by Healthcare Workers,
Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology 2000: 21 (8): 505-509.
Moolenaar et al. A Prolonged Qutbreak of Pseudomonas aeruginosa in a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit: Did Staff
Fingernails Play a Role in Disease Transmission? Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology 2000: 21 (2): 80-85.
AORN, 2001 Standards, Recommended Practices, and Guidelines: Recommended Practices for Surgical Attire.
9 REVISION:
The organization reserves the right to unilaterally revise, modify, review, or alter the terms and conditions of the
policy with the constraints of law, by providing reasonable notice.
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